WOMEN PREACHERS FORBIDDEN BY GOD


There is a tsunami of women who claim and proclaim that God has called and sent them to preach the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Along with this unconscionable declaration by women, there are also men who condone and ordain women to preach. You can hardly find a church that doesn’t have a female preacher in the pulpit or seated among the congregation. In order to please God we must rely upon the Word of God for directions to worshipping him in spirit and truth.


The reason why there is such a great error concerning women ministering the Word of God is because most people are not willing to humble themselves under the mighty hand God. We have come to the point in which the Bible speaks of, “Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts” (Proverbs 21: 2). Men have become righteous in their own eyes, and have perverted the truth of God.  


The original penalty that was placed upon women, was “Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee” (Genesis 3: 16). The woman is sentenced to have sorrow in conception, sorrow in child birth, and be ruled by her husband. I am by no means advocating that women are to be abused by men. What I am saying is that men are to be the spiritual leaders in the home and the church, and the women are not to give spiritual orders to their husband, neither in the home or in the church.

For some odd reason we tend to make the Word of God of none effect through our traditions. We are specifically warned to dwell according to knowledge with our wives. “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife , as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered” (1 Peter 3:7).

God has always used men to lead his people into spiritual renewal and godliness. After God had chosen Moses to lead the people of Israel out of bondage toward the promise land, Moses was faced with much opposition from those within the camp. At one point even Miriam his older sister began to feel that she was on the same level as Moses who was a God called prophet. We notice the Bible says, “And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman. And they said, Hath the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? Hath he not spoken also by us? And the LORD heard it. Here we see Miriam and Aaron desiring to usurp the same authority that Moses had received from God. The Lord was by no means pleased with the actions of Miriam and Aaron, and he would show his displeasure upon Miriam.


It is never right for a woman to usurp authority which is not delegated to her from the Lord. Today there are many women with a “Miriam” spirit, seeking to usurp unauthorized leadership. It doesn’t matter whether a woman is extremely intelligent and have a gift to speak with eloquence. It still doesn’t justify her preaching or teaching men. 


“And the LORD spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto the tabernacle of the congregation. And they three came out. And the LORD came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came forth……And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them; and he departed. And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous” (Numbers 12: 4-5, 9-10).

This is a prime example of a woman along with another man seeking to operate in an office that is not God given. The judgment that came upon Miriam is an indication that God was totally displeased with her desire to elevate herself to a position not ordained by him. This spirit is very prevalent in today’s society. We must be willing to stand firm on the Word of God knowing that nothing can change the Holy Scriptures. 


We read about Deborah in the book of Judges. Here we have a woman who became judge over Israel. Some would try and equate this with preaching or being a pastor of a church. It is not written that God raise her up to Judge. This is why Deborah cannot be considered. There is no where in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews where Deborah is mentioned in the hall of faith. We have the names of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, and others. But no where is Deborah’s name to be found amongst those honored by God. Though she judged Israel, it is never written that God raised her up for this office.

Many women have completely ignored the Word of God which will ultimately be detrimental to their souls. The church has become like the world as for as women desiring to replace men in positions of leadership. God has never called a woman to preach and he never will. Multitudes of women have lied on God, saying he called them into the ministry. God cannot go contrary to his Word. He has forbidden women to teach or usurp authority over the man. “But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence” (1 Timothy 2: 12).


Many seek to give a false interpretation of this scripture, but to any sincere hearted person it doesn’t take much convincing to understand that God has forbidden women to preach. 

Some women seek to justify their desire to preach, saying if God could use Balaam’s donkey, he surely can use them to speak and preach the Word. We should take note that the dumb ass (donkey) spoke with a MAN’S VOICE. “But was rebuked for his iniquity the dumb ass speaking with MAN’S VOICE forbad the madness of the prophet (2 Peter 2:16). It should be plain to see that even the voice that spoke through the animal was that of a man. God does not override his Word just because we neglect to obey it.

The LORD spoke loud and clear through the prophet Isaiah saying, “As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths” (Isaiah 3:12). It can’t get much clearer than this even acknowledging that the leadership of the women was causes the people to err. They (the people) were being destroyed. This is also the lot of many people today, they are being destroyed by women preachers and false prophets. Some of the prominent preachers of today must take responsibility for encouraging and giving (women preachers) a platform to preach upon.


It doesn’t matter how many people these women preachers are able to draw to their meetings, this doesn’t qualify them to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. Even if they work miracles and cast out devils there are no qualifications established for women to preach the Word.


When apostle Peter preached on the day of Pentecost, he spoke these words which had been prophesied by Joel. “And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:” (Acts 2:17). From this particular scripture many try to justify women preaching the gospel because Peter said “your daughters shall prophesy”. What many people fail to realize is prophesying and preaching are two different gifts or administrations. Prophesying is for a completely different purpose than preaching. The Bible says, “But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort” (1 Corinthians 14:3). Though prophesying may include foretelling the future it will always edify, exhort, and comfort. Whereas preaching is to proclaim the Word of God. Apostle Paul wrote what preaching would encompass. Paul told Timothy, “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2Timothy 4:2). Notice that in prophesying three elements are mentioned, “edification, exhortation, and comfort. With preaching there are also three elements which are mentioned, “reprove, rebuke, exhort”. Here we can see a scripture difference between preaching and prophesying. 


There are many so-called women preachers who have no regard for the Word of God. The reason I say this is because the Bible explicitly says, “If a MAN desire the office of a bishop, HE desireth a good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the HUSBAND of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a MAN know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) (1Timothy 3:1-5). 


There are women today that have no shame to wear the title of BISHOP in front of their name. This shows the disregard many women and men have for the Word of God. When the Bible emphatically qualifies only men for the office of bishop. There are both men and women who have no shame in ignoring the Holy Scriptures. Some women will go even as far as calling themselves an apostle. The Bible gives us insight on one woman who called herself a prophetess in the church. 

“Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which CALLETH HERSELF A PROPHETESS, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols” (Revelation 2:20).


We are now under the dispensation of Grace, therefore there are no women called to be an apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, or teacher. In fact there is no where in the church age in which a woman is rightfully called a prophetess. There is a scripture which says Philip had four virgin daughters which did prophesy, but never are they called prophetess. When the Bible speaks of Philip’s gift, it says, “Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and PREACHED Christ unto them” (Acts 8:5). Now once again when the Bible speaks of Philip daughters it says, “And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did PROPHESY” (Acts 21:9). The Bible is very meticulous in addressing the gift of Philip with the word preached, but it likewise addresses the gift of his daughters with the word prophesy.

There are those who say Phebe was a preacher, but the Bible never addresses her as such. She is called a sister which is a servant of the church. She likewise receives the title as a succourer (helper), but never is she spoken of as a pastor, bishop, elder, or prophet.


There is a question in many people minds whether a woman should speak in the church. The scripture says, “Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church” (1Corinthians 14:34). Now let’s rightly divide the Word of Truth. When the Bible says it is not permitted for a woman to speak, it’s referring to preaching or teaching the Word of God in the presence of men. God allows older women to teach younger women, but never is a woman given permission to teach or preach to men. It is then she is to keep silent, because she does not have the authority to teach nor to usurp authority over the man. When it comes to praising God, praying, or prophesying, the Word of God gives her permission as long as her head is covered. 

If we desire to please God we must do all things decent and in order! For those who may have questions, please feel free to write or call and I will be more than glad to discuss the scriptures with you if you are sincere in learning truth. The telephone number is 336-475-3042 and the e-mail is TrueDlvr@aol.com   
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