WHY WE BELIEVE IN THE PRE-TRIB RAPTURE

There is much controversy concerning the timing of the rapture of the church. There are basically three different theories concerning the coming of the Lord to catch away his church. Some believe in a pre-trib rapture, meaning [the Lord Jesus will come for his church before the great tribulation takes place]. Others believe in a mid-trib rapture which means [the Lord Jesus will come in the middle of the tribulation to catch away his saints]. Then there are those who believe in a post-trib rapture which means [the Lord will come back for his church after they have gone through the great tribulation].

When we search the scriptures, there is no doubt in my mind that the Lord Jesus intends to “keep his saints from the hour of temptation [great tribulation]. We read in the book of Revelation these words. “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth” (Revelation 3: 10). This scripture alone speaks to the fact that the Lord intends to keep his church from going through a great tribulation that shall come upon the whole world (not upon the church). 

There are those who claim that the pre-trib rapture was concocted by John N. Darby and Margaret MacDonald. They say this theory never came into existence until these people brought about this doctrine. They will give you long drawn out writings about John N. Darby and Margaret McDonald. This is nothing but a smoke screen to get people to disbelieve the Word of God. The writings of the scriptures are plain and clear that the church will not go through such a great tribulation. 


Jesus upon speaking to his disciples in the 21st chapter of Luke said these words. “Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man” (Luke 21: 36). When this scripture is read with clarity and understanding, it is obvious that Jesus intends for the church to escape all (not some) of the horrors that will come upon the earth during the great tribulation.

Many have made the error of believing that Jesus intends for his bride (the church) to go through a great tribulation. We are never admonished in the Word of God that we would face and go through a great tribulation. We are admonished in the Word of God through the great apostle Paul that we would have much tribulation. There is a difference between much tribulation and great tribulation. After Paul had been stoned the scriptures declare, “Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe. And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and Iconium, and Antioch, Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God” (Acts 14: 20-22). Notice the emphasis placed on the words through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. The scriptures never warns us that through great tribulation, but instead it says through much tribulation. There is a difference. 

 In a book titled :THE BLESSED HOPE by George Eldon Ladd, there is an assumption made by this author that the church must go through the great tribulation in order to be purified. In the first paragraph on page 26, Ladd writes, “Speaking of this tribulation which will befall the Church at the hands of Antichrist, Irenaeus says, “And for this cause tribulation is necessary for those who are saved, that having been after manner broken up, and rendered fine, and sprinkled over by the patience of the Word of God, and set on fire [for purification], they may be fitted for the royal banquet”. Again, as in Hermas, God is expected to use the Great Tribulation to accomplish the purification of the Church.”
First of all, Ladd chose to use writings of two so-called early church fathers to validate his belief that the church had to be purified in the great tribulation This is an error from the start. Now let us turn to the words of the apostles upon whom the foundation is built with Jesus Christ being the chief corner stone. Peter writes, “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently” (1 Peter 1: 22). From Peter’s writings, our souls have been purified in obeying the truth. There is no need for the church to go through the tribulation in order to be purified. Obeying the truth automatically purifies our souls, therefore the great tribulation has no necessary value for the church of God.
We read the writings of apostle John, when he likewise wrote, “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as his is pure” (1 John 3: 2-3). Once again we have the words of an apostle that walked and talked with Jesus while he was upon the earth. John lets us know, that those who have the hope that Jesus shall appear, “purifieth” himself. We are not to look for a great tribulation to purify us, but rather purify ourselves because of our hope, and in obeying the truth.

I have notice that many who disagree with the pre-trib rapture become extremely hostile and likewise very antagonistic against those who believe that the church will not go through the great tribulation. I have likewise notice that those who disbelieve the pre-trib rapture will do much writing about there stance, yet most of if is not founded upon the Word of God, and if the Bible is used they seem to wrest the scriptures unto their own destruction. 

Apostle Paul in writing to the church at Thessalonica said, “And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come” (1 Thessalonians 1: 10). This indicates that the saints of God have been delivered from [and not through] the wrath [great tribulation] to come. We as the people of God should focus on the coming of Jesus Christ and not the coming of the antichrist. We should look for that blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour, and not look for the antichrist and great tribulation.
When we search the scriptures we can plainly see before the great tribulation ever starts, there are elders in heaven with crowns upon there heads. If the church had to go through the great tribulation there would be no elders in heaven with golden crowns upon their head before this great tribulation begins. Note, “And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold”……………The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created” (Revelation 4: 4,10-11). This event takes place in the 4th chapter of Revelation whereas the tribulation does not begin until the 6th chapter of Revelation. This is obviously a problem with the post-trib theory.
In his book entitled “THE BLESSED HOPE” George Eldon Ladd in speaking about the twenty-four elders seen in the 4th chapter of Revelation says, (quote) “So the twenty-four elders may be angelic beings who are pictured as executing the divine rule of the universe.” 
(Unquote) Now this is the strange theory that Ladd has concocted, nowhere in the scriptures are angels ever called by the title elders, neither are they seen wearing crowns of gold upon their heads. Though the scripture does allow a pastor or minister to be called an “angel.” We read several instances of this in the book of Revelation, “And unto the angel [pastor or minister] of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass” (Revelation 2: 18). Again we read, “And unto the angel [pastor or minister] of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness the beginning of the creation of God; (Revelation 3: 14). Though God has allowed pastors or ministers to be called angels, he never allowed angels to be called elders according to the scriptures. This is proof that the elders that were seen with crowns of gold are not angels. These elders represent the people of God which are already in heaven before the great tribulation began.
 
The devil’s job is to take our focus from winning souls for the kingdom of God, therefore he will allow the controversy about the pre-trib, mid-trib, and post-trib to be debated among those who believe the apostles’ doctrine and the Oneness of God. We must rise above the deceitfulness of Satan to see that he wants the gospel message to be lost through unnecessary debates about the coming of the Lord. 


Those who teach that the church will go through the great tribulation are in essence saying they know exactly when the Lord Jesus is coming back. The reason they should know when the Lord is coming back is because the great tribulation will begin after the antichrist has reigned for three and one-half years, and the great tribulation shall last for another three and one-half years, afterward Jesus is coming back to rapture his church according to their belief. Therefore we should know precisely when the Lord is coming back (if we hold to the post-trib doctrine). [After the three and one-half years of the great tribulation].

Those who teach a post-trib rapture say that the Lord will catch away his saints after the great tribulation and will immediately return to the earth to set up his kingdom. According to this theory, there is no time allotted for the saints to receive their crowns, neither is there any time allotted for the marriage supper of the Lamb. Some proclaim in essence that God can judge the saints and have the marriage supper of the Lamb in a moment and a twinkling of an eye. This literally makes no sense and is contrary to the Word of God. The Lord has promised that we will be changed in a moment and twinkling of an eye, but it never says that the judgment seat of Christ and the marriage supper of the Lamb will happen in this brief time period.

As I’ve said before, there is much writing by different authors to prove the post-trib doctrine, but none of it can truly stand the scrutiny of the Holy Scriptures. Our focus should remain on winning souls for the kingdom of God and looking for the Lord Jesus to come any day now. If we should believe in the post-trib, there is no need to look for the coming of the Lord, for his coming will never take place until after the great tribulation is accomplished according to their teaching.
Apostle Paul wrote to Titus and said, “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for the blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; (Titus 2: 11-13). Notice Paul never said looking for the great tribulation to appear. The post-trib believers are teaching the people to look for great tribulation rather than what Paul taught the saints to look for (The Lord Jesus Christ).
Let us hold fast to the apostles’ doctrine and not be moved by the different theories and writings of men who misinterpret the Word of God to their own destruction. We should look for the Lord to appear at anytime now, yet continue to work and win souls till he comes. Jesus said, “And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come” (Luke 19: 13).
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