THE ONE GOD IS NOT THREE PERSONS


There is a great controversy concerning the One God who is the creator of the heavens and the earth. Those who hold to the trinity doctrine perceive God to be three persons that make up one God. Many scriptures are used out of context to seek and justify this belief. According to the Holy Scriptures God has always revealed himself as one God. The original Hebrew for God is Elohim. This denotes God as being plural in attributes but not plural in persons. God himself is a Spirit. The bible says “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth” (John 4: 24).


We can clearly see from the Holy Scriptures that God is a Spirit, not spirits or persons, but Spirit. This is proof that there are not three spirits or three persons, even though the Word of God speaks about the seven Spirits (attributes or characteristics) of God (Revelation 3: 1). It is made plain that there is one Spirit, “There is one body, and one Spirit” (Ephesians 4: 4). Jesus himself is considered as that one Spirit, “Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” (2 Corinthians 3: 17). We must conclude from the bible that God is one Spirit and not three persons. Men have sought to understand God with a carnal or natural mind and this is impossible because “great is the mystery of godliness.” There are many church Fathers which are quoted by others, to try and prove the validity of three persons in the Godhead, but this will never be accepted by those who truly know that God is one.

The belief in one God is not cultish but is scriptural, and this cannot be truthfully denied. There are those who seek to label the people who believe in One God as a cult, which is not true. Even though in every organization there are those who may go over board with their demeanor or ways, the true apostolic church will not be a part of a cult.

There is an outright assault on those who believe that the apostles only baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. This also is validated in the scriptures, and any true hearted believer can discern it without misgivings. When Jesus spoke to his disciples and told them to “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 28:19), they understood his command and went forth baptizing converts in the name of Jesus Christ. Unlike many who actually REPEAT the words Father, Son, and Holy Ghost during baptism. The apostles OBEYED the command of our Lord Jesus.

Some would suggest that it doesn’t really matter whether we choose to use the name Jesus Christ or the titles Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. But the fact of the matter is, it really does matter. The bible implicitly says “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4: 12). Why should it seem such a taboo subject to use the only name which is given as the Saviour of the world. Should we seek to be saved without using the only name that can save a person when he or she is baptized?

Upon listening to one television minister make a statement to millions of viewers that “baptism does not save you” it could only bring to my attention what the scriptures says emphatically, “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now SAVE US (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:” (1 Peter 3: 21). It amazes me how the scriptures can speak one thing and the ministers speak something different. It’s as if their eyes have been blinded by the devil himself to hold back the truth of God from them. Jesus himself quoted the prophet Isaiah and said, “By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them” (Matthew 13: 14-15).

Some suggest that there was no formula used by the apostles to baptize people upon repentance. It should be obvious if the apostles used the name of Jesus Christ to cast out devils, should it seem ridiculous to use this same name to have our sins remitted. Notice the formula Paul used to cast out a spirit, “But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of JESUS CHRIST to come out of her. And he came out the same hour” (Acts 16: 18). This scripture allows us to see that Paul actually used the name of Jesus Christ (not Father, Son, and Holy Ghost) while casting out a spirit. If spirits must be cast out in the name of Jesus Christ, should our sins be remitted in some other name, I think not. 

We should humbly submit to the Word of God and in doing so our understanding will be marvelously opened. God desires for us to take him at his Word, this is an act of faith.


When men and women understand the significance of the name of Jesus Christ, they will begin to understand that there is only one God and Jesus Christ is He. 


The Catholic Church adopted the Trinity at the council of Nicea in 325 A.D. This was never a doctrine of the apostles or prophets. They never preached or taught a Trinity to the people of God. Catholicism has deceived multitudes of people and yet deceives them today. Men like Martin Luther and John Calvin were known as reformers. In other words they saw that many doctrines of the Catholic Church were not according to the Holy Scriptures, therefore they began the Reformation. It was intended to take men and women back to the Bible, but they failed immensely. 

The Reformers yet held on to the main doctrine of the Catholic Church which is the Trinity. Many continued to believe in infant baptism which was also a prime doctrine of the Catholic Church. Though they rejected the Pope as the Supreme leader, and likewise they rejected celibacy for the priest. They continued to preach the Trinity and would even persecute those who believed in One God (no three distinct persons in the godhead). 


In fact denying the Trinity was punished as a capital crime. People were persuaded to have their infants baptized, (which in essence was not a true Biblical baptism). Both the Catholic Church and the Reformers were ignorant to the true baptism which was preached by the apostle Peter on the day of Pentecost. Peter understood that there was and is only One God. Therefore on the day of Pentecost he declared the name of God to the multitude when he said, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2: 38-39).

Even though there are those who try and justify three persons in the godhead by quoting from the 17th chapter of the book of John. Their understanding not being opened causes them to believe that Jesus was (one person) praying to the Father (another person) which is non-sense when you understand that Jesus was both human and divine (flesh and Spirit). Jesus being both God and man could pray and yet answer prayer. Jesus as a man prayed in the garden of Gethsemane and said, “O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. (Matthew 26: 39). Yet Jesus as God said, “And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father [Spirit] may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it” (John 14: 13-14).

All through the Word of God it is made plain that there is but One God (not three separate distinct persons). Moses writing in the book of Deuteronomy said, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: And thou shalt love the LORD  thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might” (Deuteronomy 6: 4-5). Likewise we can turn to the prophet Isaiah who emphatically expressed One God through his writings. Let us take note: “I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour”-----“I am the LORD , your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King”------“I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins” (Isaiah 43: 11,15, 25). The prophet Isaiah wrote more scriptures to witness the oneness of God. “Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God”------Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? Ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any”------Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself;” (Isaiah 44: 6, 8, 24).

There are many more scriptures that would witness to the oneness of God. We must stand firm upon the Word of God and renounce the doctrine of the Trinity which was instituted many years ago because of the lack of understanding among the so called church fathers.
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