ONENESS VERSUS TRINITY


When we consider that there are two major beliefs concerning the nature of God amongst those who say they are Christians, we need to closely examine the scriptures to prove whether we are serving the God of the Bible or a man-made God.


The term Oneness in essence means there is only one true God who manifested himself as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost yet never existed as three distinct persons.


The term Trinity in essence means there is only one true God who resides in three distinct persons. These distinct persons have their own set of eyes, ears, hands, feet, noses, and mouths. The drawings of many Trinitarian artists would always show three separate men together, or an old man (Father), a young man (Son), and a dove (Holy Ghost). This is the picture that would always be portrayed by those of the Trinity persuasion.


The so-called early Church Fathers are the cause of so much confusion of the True God being Jesus Christ. There are many writings by these so-called Church Fathers that promote the belief in the trinity. We must always look to the scriptures for an accurate account of who Jesus really is.


At the Council of Nicea in 325 AD the doctrine of the Trinity was accepted and adopted above the heresy of Arianism. This doctrine (Trinity) is totally inspired by the Catholic Church and not from God. The scripture says, “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12). This doctrine was never taught by Moses or any of the Old Testament prophets. Neither was it ever taught by the apostles and the New Testament prophets.


The philosophies of men have caused there to be such ignorance concerning the true nature of God. The apostle Paul made it clear when writing to the Colossians saying, “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ” (Colossians 2: 8). 

Those who believe in the Oneness of God, meaning there is only one true and living God, not three distinct persons in the Godhead, are often considered as a cult. This is the furthest thing from the truth. Those who proclaim that God is revealed in three distinct persons are totally blind to the truth of the nature of God.  


The Catholic Church and others have exalted the so-called Church Fathers and their teachings above the Word of God. Jesus said, “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men” (Matthew 15: 9). Likewise Jesus said, “Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition” (Matthew 15: 6). This is what the Catholic Church has done. If you listen to any of their ministers, you will notice that they always refer back to the so-called Church Fathers. They will in essence use historical writings as much or more than they use scriptures.


God’s true church began on the day of Pentecost and had no positions of Pope, Cardinals, Monks, or Nuns. The fivefold ministry of the church consists of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. “And he gave some, apostles: and some, prophets: and some, evangelists: and some, pastors and teachers, For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:” (Ephesians 4:11-12). Men will always err when they stray from the Holy Scriptures.


Such men as Athanasius of Alexandria, Augustine of Hippo, Basil of Caesarea, Clement of Alexandria, Gregory of Nyssa, Origen, Tertullian and others, all had a view of a trinity contrary to the Word of God.


We who are determined to follow the Word of God must believe in the writings of the apostles and prophets. The scripture speaks unabashedly saying, “And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone” (Ephesians 2: 20). Again we read, “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2: 42).


The Trinitarians have labeled certain titles upon those who believe that Jesus was manifested as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Some of these titles are Modalism, Monarchianism, Sabellianism, and Patripassianism. None of these titles were ever used by Jesus or any of the apostles. “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people: that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light:” (1 Peter 2:9). This is how the bible labels the true saints of God.


The Trinitarians hold to the belief that Jesus intended for the titles Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be called over any person that was being baptized. The scripture they interpret this from is “Matthew 28:19.” The Oneness believers hold to the belief that any person being baptized should have the name of Jesus Christ called over them during the act of baptism because remission of sins are activated upon repentance and water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ. The scripture used by Oneness is “Acts 2:38”.


The true bible reader understands that the Word of God does not contradict itself. Therefore we must conclude that Jesus nor the apostles ever taught two different modes of baptism. Also we must be willing to examine and rightly divide the scriptures in order to find the truth about the apostles’ formula for baptism.


We must return unto the scriptures in order to get the true revelation of who Jesus is. Religious dogma can be extremely damaging when we refuse to accept the Word of God over the doctrine of men. Jesus said, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me” (John 5:39). 


The Catholic Church has perpetuated the false doctrine of the Trinity for many years. The Protestant churches received their doctrine of the Trinity from the Catholic Church. Whether they call themselves Baptist, Methodists, Lutherans, Church of God in Christ, and so forth. All preach the same false doctrine of three distinct persons in the Godhead. 


It’s now time for men and women to sincerely return to the Bible. If Trinitarians would use as much time seeking the truth from the Bible as they seek confirmation from a creed, dogma, or the so-called Church fathers, they could receive the true revelation of the One God in Christ.

All theologians and ministers who seek to promote the doctrine of the Trinity, revert back to the teachings of the Church fathers or Trinitarian philosophers. In order to get a true understanding of the Godhead we must stand firm on the Holy Scriptures without adding any creeds or outside influences contrary to the Word of God.

Let us hear the scriptures speak for itself. “Hear O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD;” (Deuteronomy 6:4). “I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my great power and by my outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet unto me” (Jeremiah 27: 5). The words written by Jeremiah speaks clearly that there is but One that made the earth, man,and beast.  This scripture makes it impossible that three persons could have made earth, man, and beast. “He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heaven by his understanding” (Jeremiah 51: 15). Here we have another scripture which speaks to the absoluteness of One God which made the earth, established the world and stretched out the heaven. Only One!!!!
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