INFANT BAPTISM IS NOT SCRIPTURE

There is a doctrine among the Catholic and many Protestants churches which believe in infant baptism. In fact the Catholic Church teaches that any un-baptized child will be doomed for hell. This is why there is so much emphasis on their so-called baptism of children. Which is actually not a baptism because of their formula of just sprinkling the child. A true baptism will include a person being immersed in water in the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38).

First of all we must understand the scripture which says, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16). Baptism should be obeyed by those whose have both the capacity to believe and repent of their sins. Otherwise they are not scripturally qualified to be baptized. 
When we believe and obey the doctrine of men we will always go astray, but standing firm on the Word of God will guarantee a blessing. There are no scriptures in the Bible where any apostles baptized any infants.

We must be willing to search the scriptures otherwise the doctrine of men will mislead us every time. We notice on the day of Pentecost when the first Christian baptism was performed, the Bible says “Then they that GLADLY RECEIVED his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). The fact of the matter is only those who were able to GLADLY RECEIVE the word were baptized. No child who lacks verbal skills and understanding can gladly receive the word. Therefore this scripture itself is proof that infants or children are not required to be baptized if they are under the age of accountability (meaning they’re not able to understand, believe, nor repent). We surely understand that the age of accountability is different for each individual child depending upon their ability to comprehend. 


There are those who would try and justify infant baptism because the children under Abraham’s covenant had to be circumcised at eight days old. Remember, under Abraham’s covenant, children (under the age of accountability) were required to be circumcised even though they did not and could not understand the purpose of a fleshly circumcision. This was a command given directly to Abraham to assure that his descendents would receive the promises that were related to him. We understand in the New Testament that baptism is a circumcision made without hands, yet the recipients are unequivocally required to believe and repent. “In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead” (Colossians 2: 11-12).

Another belief and excuse why infants should be baptized even though they’re not able to comprehend, is because all of the children of Israel were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea. This was a whole nation of people that were departing Egypt and only once were they to pass through the Red Sea. God took this opportunity to baptize a whole nation at once. “Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea”(1Corinthians 10:1-2).

Nevertheless this does not negate the fact that the New Testament believers are required to believe in order to be baptized. There is an instant in the Holy Scriptures where God used the age of accountability among the children of Israel after many had complained and murmured against Moses for their dilemma in the wilderness. After the spies returned from spying out the land, ten gave an evil report which caused the people heart to melt. God used the age of twenty years old and upward as the age of accountability toward the children of Israel in the wilderness. Note, “Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were numbered of you, according to your whole number, from twenty years old and upward, which have murmured against me…………And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in the wilderness” (Numbers 14:29,33).

Now let us return to the New Testament to validate the error of infant baptism. When we read in the 8th chapter of the book of Acts we find this truth, “Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them…………But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both MEN AND WOMEN” (Acts 8:5,12). Notice in these scriptures that “both MEN AND WOMEN” were baptized, but it does not include any infants. Of course these men and women were able to comprehend the message which Philip preached, and not only did they comprehend it but they received and obeyed it.

The Catholic church and many Protestants have preached a false doctrine of infant baptism which will be of no benefit if the child is unable to receive truth. The fact that Jesus has special concern about children is seen in his words. We notice that Jesus considered true conversion as having a childlike spirit. “Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matthew 18: 3-6).


Jesus shows great concern about children and especially those who believe in his name. We must conclude if Jesus compared entering the kingdom of heaven as being converted and becoming as a little child, surely this destroys the myth that un-baptized infants will suffer in hell. This would totally be an unjust God. This theory of infants going to hell would be contrary to God’s character. The child would have had no chance to believe and repent.

Apostle Paul gives us a short list of those who are unfit for the kingdom of heaven. “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God” (1Corinthians 6: 9-10). Again we read the words of apostle John in the book of Revelation, “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie” (Revelation 22: 14-15). This sounds like people who willing committed sins.

We now turn our attention to the book of Galatians where apostle Paul gives a list of the works of the flesh which will cause men not to inherit the kingdom of God. “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God” (Galatians 5:19-21). Do you not notice that none of these actions can be performed by an infant. There are no sins or works of the flesh mentioned here that an infant can voluntarily do. There are pedophiles which can perform sexual acts upon infants or children, but the child is not guilty. It is the adult that is totally guilty and responsible for such vile sins. There are no scriptures condemning infants and children under the age of accountability for sins worthy of hell fire. Only we who are old enough will be guilty of such sins and shame.

Paul when writing to the church at Rome gave another detailed list of those that are worthy of (eternal) death. “And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them” (Romans 1: 28-32). Here Paul gives another list which likewise excludes infants and children under the age of accountability. There is an extremely noteworthy portion at the end of these scriptures which not only hold the doers as condemned but those who have pleasure in (the persons) that  (commit such sins).

The answer to those of us who are mentally capable of believing the Word of God and desire to make an everlasting change. We must obey the words which were spoken by the apostle Peter on the day of Pentecost. “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost”……… “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2: 38,42).
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