ETERNAL SECURITY


There is a question today whether there is eternal security or not among those who profess to be Christians. Some churches teach that once you are saved you cannot be lost. Regardless of the sins that you commit, you can never be lost. This doctrine has produced much false security among many church goers. First of all we must realize that there are no scriptures which speak of “once saved always saved.” 


The devil will feed any false doctrine he can to cause men and women to be lost and cast into a burning hell. We must search the scriptures in order to get a clear understanding of what the Word of God actually says.


Many will misconstrue the scriptures to get false hope from the Word of God. Some will turn to the Bible and quote these words, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all, and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand” (John 10:27-29).


There is divine truth in the scriptures, and no man can pluck us out of God’s hand, yet God allows us to voluntarily walk out of his hand if we so desire. If after we are saved, and we should decide to return to our former ways and live a life contrary to the Word of God. He (God) is not obligated to keep us saved under any  circumstance. Salvation is based upon choice and not force. In other words, God saves us upon our choice to willingly serve him. He keeps us saved upon our willingness to be saved.  


The Bible says, “Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins. Notice that a Christian can err from the truth. When one errs from the truth he needs to be converted (changed from the error of his ways). Otherwise he is labeled a sinner and his soul will receive death. This death is an eternal death because all men are appointed to die a physical death except those who are caught up to meet the Lord before physical death occurs. James admonishes the saints that we are capable of erring from the truth. This speaks to the fact that eternal security is a farce, and can cause many souls to die unnecessarily. Notice again that the Bible says, “shall save a soul from death” it didn’t say, “save a body from death.”

Many people have been deceived into believing that once saved always saved because of their lack of knowledge concerning the Word of God. The prophet Hosea said, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge:”(Hosea 4: 6). When people lack correct knowledge of the Word of God, Satan has an avenue to deceive and destroy the people. Many people are deceived because they believe what the preacher has told them rather than asking God for wisdom. When it comes to our souls we need to take a closer look at the Word of God.


In the book of Jude we find these words, “I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not” (Jude 5). Here we have another instance where the Bible points out that God saved the people of Israel from Egypt (sin) but afterward destroyed them that did not believe. This scripture is written for our admonition, that we may see how that God saved Israel (church in the wilderness) from sin, but afterward destroyed the unbelievers or those who erred from the truth.

Another scripture which is used to justify eternal security is found in the book of Ephesians. “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption” (Ephesians 4: 30). First of all we must realize that we are sealed unto the day of redemption on condition that we continue in God’s Word. We can find the scripture proof for this statement in the book of John. “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; (John 8: 31). We are admonished that we must continue in the Word of God in order to be considered as his disciples. Likewise we are warned in the book of Hebrews, “For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end” (Hebrews 3:14). Here we have another scripture which plainly indicates that we must hold our confidence (faith) stedfast (steady, firm) unto the end. In other words, if we don’t continue unto the end (death) we will not and cannot be saved.

Once a statement was made to me by a man who was seeking to justify eternal security, He said, (quote) “Once you become a son, you can never stop being a son. Now let’s see what the Word of God has to say about this assumption. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye BASTARDS, and NOT SONS” (Hebrews 12: 6-8). In other words once we refuse to obey and accept chastening from the Lord Jesus, we become BASTARDS and not sons. Therefore our relationship with God can change from being a son to being a BASTARD!

Under the Old Testament we read the words of Moses and then we read the answer in which God spoke unto him, “Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin---; and if not, blot me, I pray thee out of the book which thou hast written. And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I BLOT out of my book. This scripture is absolutely true and shows unto what extent God will go when it comes to blotting our names out of the book of life.

In the book of Revelation we also see where the Lord Jesus has made a statement concerning not blotting out his (overcomer) name from the book of life. Note: “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels” (Revelation 3: 5). Note that there is a condition placed upon those who serve the Lord. We must overcome in order for our names not to be blotted out of the book of life. Otherwise, if we don’t overcome in this life, our names will be blotted out of the book of life.  
This is absolute proof that there is no such thing as eternal security. Many preachers have blinded the minds of people and cause them to have false hope. If  we lack wisdom in the Word of God, we can go to him in sincere prayer and he will open our understanding to his Holy Word.

Therefore all men and women must repent of their sins and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of their sins and receive the Holy Ghost, speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance. Afterwards we must continue stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine.                                                                         
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