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Chapter 2

You Can Be Rich Yet Poor

In Revelation we read, “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods and have need of nothing and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” (Revelation 3:17)


This letter was written to the angel(pastor or minister) of the church of the Laodiceans(this particular city called Laodicea was located about forty miles from Ephesus-not far from Colossae). The angel (pastor) of the church of the Laodiceans spoke of himself as being rich and increased with goods and having need of nothing, but in the eyes of God he was poor.


This is a picture of many people today who see themselves as being rich or prosperous, yet in the eyes of God they are wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked. The accumulation of wealth and material things doesn’t equate to true prosperity. This is a misnomer that has been preached even to the church.


Today many churches are building more and more. Church structures are getting larger, more money is being stacked up in the banks, airplanes are being bought, more church vans and church buses are being acquired, more land is being purchased and in the eyes of many this is considered as prosperity or the blessings of God. I have no problem with any church progressing in these areas, but my main concern would be whether or not the truth of the gospel is being preached among so many of these churches that are expanding in theses different areas. I have noticed that many men will water down the Word of God to attain the material things in this life, to the detriment of the souls of mankind. Our souls are the most important possession we have, and if any of us should lose our soul, our living would be in vain.


The angel(pastor) of the church of Laodicea was deceived into believing a lie when it comes to wealth and the material things of this world. We can see that the riches and the increase in goods caused this pastor of the Laodiceans to proclaim that they had need of nothing. They took on an arrogant spirit rather than humbling themselves under the mighty hand of God.


This same spirit of arrogancy has invaded the church world. If we aren’t careful, we will began to look down upon those who may not have as much materially or financially as we have. The material things of this world have become a measuring stick for many churches. They measure what they have achieved against what others have achieved or accomplished to determine their walk with God. The apostle Paul gave us instructions concerning measuring and comparing ourselves with others.


Paul wrote to the church at Corinth and said, “For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise” (2Corinthians 10:12). It is unwise to measure yourself by the standards of another person; it is also unwise to compare yourself with another individual.


Today in the church world it has become a rat race. One church tries to outdo another church, and the race goes on. Paul knew who he was, and he spoke about finishing his course. Each person has his or her own course to finish. This will cause you to stay focused on the goals and the dreams God has given you, if you realize that your course is different from anyone else’s . You must learn to run your race and stay in your lane because you know you will reach your destination if you do. A good way to look at life is as if you are traveling on a highway and your destination is one hundred miles away. You are not concerned about how many cars are in front of you; neither are you concerned about how many cars are behind you. You realize that if you stay the course you shall reach your destination. Your concerns should be to stay in the proper lane, drive safely, stay alert, use your brakes when necessary, speed up if needed, and to stay the course. If we’d take this attitude when it comes to living for the Lord and being blessed in our Christian walk, our lives would be so much more fulfilled.


The church of the Laodiceans had lost focus of the real issues. They were calling themselves rich and increased with goods, but God was calling them lukewarm-neither cold nor hot. Jesus gave them an ultimatum to be either be cold or hot; if they continued to be lukewarm, he would spew(spit) them out of his mouth.


Its interesting how they saw themselves compared with how the Lord saw them. It is the same with the current church world because many churches today see themselves as being more blessed and prosperous than they have ever been. They see themselves as being rich and increased with goods and having need of nothing. The Lord Jesus still sees these churches as being wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked. What a shame for the churches today that have abandoned preaching the true Word of God to preach prosperity and the acquiring of material gain.
