BORN OF WATER AND OF THE SPIRIT

There is much controversy about the true way of salvation. We should have no doubts if we are willing to follow God’s Word as it is written and not add to or take away from the Holy Scriptures. The apostles were men unto whom the Lord entrusted the gospel to be preached into all the world. They were commissioned by the Lord Jesus to preach this gospel to every creature. When we search the scriptures we can only find one name that men and women can be saved by. Notice the Word of God speaks emphatically saying, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Likewise we read, “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).
There are multitudes of ministries misleading men and women by teaching an unqualified doctrine on salvation. Some will insinuate that all one must do is repeat a sinner’s prayer and God will saved them. Others will quote from the book of Romans and say, “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Romans 10:9). This is another scripture which is not rightly divided concerning the salvation of our souls.
First we must realize that apostle Paul had already instructed the Romans (saints of Rome) on the issue of water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ. “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized [water] into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life” (Romans 6: 1-4).
Apostle Paul continued to instruct the saints of God at Rome concerning the Spirit of God [Holy Ghost] in their lives. These saints were well aware that the Holy Ghost was necessary in order to live a victorious life and no more walk in condemnation. We see Paul teaching the saints concerning the Holy Ghost in the 8th chapter of Romans.

Paul wrote, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.,,,,,,,,,,,But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (Romans 8: 1, 9). It is evident through the reading of these scriptures that the saints at Rome were already familiar with the baptism in the name of Jesus Christ, and receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost. Therefore to admonish them to confess with their mouth and believe in their heart would by no means negate the necessity of being born of water and of the Spirit (Acts 2:38).
We see Jesus himself speaking plainly to Nicodemus about the new birth of water and of the Spirit. Many have fail to receive the truth about salvation because we have been misled by some who claim to be called of God, yet the scriptures totally contradicts there method of salvation. “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Matthew 7: 15).
Upon talking to Nicodemus, “Jesus answered and said unto him, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God (John 3: 3-5). Here we have the plan of salvation spoken unto Nicodemus actually before the day of Pentecost, Jesus foreknowledge that Nicodemus would need to obey his instructions about the new birth once his (Jesus) death, burial, and resurrection were accomplished. 
Some would try and suggest the words Jesus spoke here are indicating that a man must be born first of water (the water breaking  forth from within a woman’s womb before a natural birth). Others would suggest that water here is speaking of the Word of God. 
Neither interpretation is right, because water and Spirit in this scripture literally speaks of  water baptism and  Spirit baptism. The reason we can assure you of this is because we are commanded that, “In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established” (2 Corinthians 13:1). The apostles established it throughout the book of Acts. Notice that water and Spirit are commanded in these scriptures by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized [water] every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost [Spirit]” (Acts 2:38). Both water and Spirit are mentioned in this scripture.
Let us continue on to establish this glorious doctrine of being born of water and of the Spirit. After Philip had preached the Word in the city of Samaria, the Bible says “But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized [water], both men and women……Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost [Spirit]: (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus,) Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost” (Acts 8:12-17). Here we see another scripture example of water and the Spirit being received in the city of Samaria.
The apostle Peter was given the keys of the kingdom of heaven and therefore in reading the scriptures in the book of Acts you will notice that apostle Peter had to be present when each race or group of people initially received the Holy Ghost. Whether it was the Jews in Jerusalem, the Samaritans in Samaria, or the gentiles at Cornelius house, Peter had to witness the initial outpouring of the Holy Ghost upon each group of people. This authority was given to Peter because of his answer to Jesus question, “Whom do men say that I the Son of Man am? (Matthew 16:13).
Now we will travel to the city of Caesarea. Peter was instructed by the angel of the Lord to go to this city where Cornelius, his kinsmen and near friends all waited for Peter to come and show them the way of salvation. We find these words written in the Holy Bible, “While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost [Spirit] fell on all them which heard the word. And they of the circumcision (Jews) which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost [Spirit]. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost [Spirit] as well as we? And he commanded them to be baptized [water] in the name of the Lord [Jesus Christ]. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days” (Acts 10: 44-48).

Once again both water and Spirit is prevalent in these scriptures. The apostles’ doctrine is sound and no man upon earth can condemn that which they taught in order to show men and women the way of salvation.
In the 19th chapter of the book of Acts we see apostle Paul instructing some believers who had been baptized unto John’s baptism to be re-baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. “He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost…………When they heard this, they were baptized [water] in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost [Spirit] came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied” (Acts 19: 2, 5-6).
Jesus in the book of Luke spoke these words, “Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: And that repentance and remission of sins [baptism in the name of Jesus Christ] should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things. And, behold, I send the promise of my Father [baptism of the Holy Ghost] upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high” (Luke 24: 44-49). 

We can once again see the new birth of water and of the Spirit being unfolded in these scriptures. Many seek to denounce and derail this one and only plan of salvation by suggesting other ways to be saved, but if sincere hearted men and women seek to be saved there is no getting around the foundation which the apostles have laid. 
Dr. Gregory Boyd, Mike Barden and others who have once been a part of the Oneness church, have recanted the baptism of water and Spirit according to Acts 2:38. They have begun to build again the false doctrine of the Trinitarians of which they once destroyed. Paul let us know in no uncertain terms, “For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor” (Galatians 2: 18).  We must all realize that the Word also says, “For what if some did not believe? Shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou are judged” (Romans 3:3-4).

In my conclusion, those who are truly sincere and seek God for guidance into the true plan of salvation will ultimately accept Acts 2:38 as their foundation to begin to build their spiritual house. Every building needs a sure foundation to build on, and the apostles’ doctrine is the only foundation that true believers will build upon.
“Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity” (2Timothy 2:19).

If you have questions or concerns about the true plan of salvation, feel free to contact me at 336-475-3042 or e-mail me at TrueDlvr@aol.com 
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